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PASS AGRICULTURE ELECTRONICALLY 
PARIS ALSO FOR USOECD 
GENEVA ALSO FOR USMTN 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR, EEC 

SUB J : INCREASED EC PREFERENCES FOR CITRUS 

MISSION OFFICERS MET WITH EC COMMISSION OFFICIALS AARTS 
AND KRENZLER (DG I) TO RECEIVE ORAL RESPONSE TO OUR 
DEMARCHE OF FEBRUARY 3, 1978 CONCERNING THE EC'S PROPOSAL 
TO INCREASE CITRUS PREFERENCES. WE WERE TOLD THE ISSUE 
IS AT A "DEADLOCK" AND WOULD ALMOST CERTAINLY NOT BE 
DISCUSSED BY THE AGRICULTURE MINISTERS ON MARCH 6-7. 
KRENZLER SAID IT IS POSSIBLE, ALTHOUGH NOT LIKKLY, THAT 
THE PROPOSAL WOULD BE DISCUSSED AT THE MINISTERS' APRIL 
MEETING. KRENZLER ALSO INDICATED THAT IN HIS PERSONAL 
OPINION, A DECISION ON THE MATTER IS NOT LIKELY BEFORE 
COUNCIL APPROVAL OF THE MEDITERRANEAN REFORM PACKAGE. HE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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FURTHER INDICATED THAT A DECISION MAY NOT BE TAKEN UNTIL 
THE FALL. WE REITERATED THE IMPORTANCE THE U.S. ATTACHES 
TO OBTAINING CITRUS CONCESSIONS AS PART OF A MEANINGFUL 
OUTCOME IN THE MTN'S. HINTON 
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